kenji ishii
On the basis of other public opinion surveys, it is clear that the phrase "a shift in recent years" used in the Survey on the Japanese National Character is an extremely moderate one (Ishii 1997) .
Since 1978, Asahi Shimbun has been carrying out regular public opinion surveys to fi nd out about changes in Japanese attitudes and lifestyles. The 2003 survey marked the 25th anniversary, and it brought together a quarter-century of Japanese attitudes under the title "Japanese people's value systems: big changes in the last quarter-century".
In 1978, a combined total of 39 per cent of those surveyed said they were "interested in" or "quite interested in" religion and faith. This 1945 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 
